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The Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group was
established in 1990 by a few enthusiasts who wanted
to raise awareness of and conserve the many rock
exposures dotted around the county. The membership
has since grown and includes many enthusiastic
amateurs, students and teachers as well as professional
geologists. The group retains its two main aims: to
raise awareness of geology and landscape through
education, and to conserve and protect geological

sites in the Warwickshire area.

For further information, including an outline of
programmes and events, visit the WGCG website
http://www.wgcg.co.uk

or contact

Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group
c/o Warwickshire Museum, Market Place,
Warwick CV34 4SA

E-mail: warwickshiregcg@gmail.com
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made of layers of lime deposited around a nucleus
and then rolled around on the floor of a very shallow
lagoon; hence the spheroidal shape. It is a piece of
Cotswold Limestone and must have been a ‘spare’
from some other building.

5 56-58 High Street

In mediaeval times Kenilworth was part of the Forest
of Arden. This would have provided a readily-accessible
source of timber, mainly oak. Originally, the framing
would have been infilled by wattle (woven hazel strips)
and daub (clay and dung). 56/58 High Street are
entirely timber frame but with slimmed down members,
typical of the latter half of the 17th century. The infill
is of brick, not wattle and daub.

6 The Pound

The Pound dates back to the 16th or 17th century
when fields were mainly unenclosed and stray animals
were 'impounded' until the owner paid a fine. The
walls of the Pound are mainly of Kenilworth Sandstone,
although, inside the pound, the upper courses to the
left of the gate are of dark basaltic rock from the
Nuneaton area.

In 2015, recycled siltstone paving was laid. It is
characteristically variable in colour, ranging from cream
to greys and looks like a Carboniferous rock quarried
in the Pennines.

7 Parochial Hall

Built in 1911 on the site of the Vicar's stables, the
Parochial Hall was one of a new generation of buildings
which used, at least in part, non-local materials.

The window mouldings and the commemorative stone

have the distinctive appearance of Chipping Campden
limestone from the Cotswolds. This is rich in broken
shells, known as brash, which have been deposited in
irregular beds. The absence of whole shells suggests
that the limey sediment was laid down in shallow
water subject to frequent storms.

8 Fancott's Cottage 14 High Street

About 200 million years ago a huge river flowed
northwards from Brittany, at that time a mountainous
area. The river carried a mass of very resistant quartz
and quartzite cobbles which were well rounded by the
time they were deposited in Warwickshire. About
400,000 years ago an ice sheet swept across the

Midlands and as far south as the Upper Thames
valley. The ice redistributed the cobbles in surface
patches from where they have been quarried for use
as building and decorative material.






